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2021 Consolidated Appropriations Act

• $1.64 million
• 12/27/2020-9/30/2022
• For partnerships with 

licensed foodservice 
establishments



2021 Consolidated 
Appropriations Act

Goals:
1. Provide meal options to the food 

insecure, malnourished, and socially 

isolated

2. Diversify meal sites, methods, and 

food options to meet needs of the 

population and reach communities 

that lack OAA nutrition services; and,

3. Support local economies that are 

struggling due to the pandemic



IDA Support
1. Additional Staff 

Support
2. Website Forms
3. Replication Guides 

for AAAs and 
Foodservice 
Establishments

2021 Consolidated Appropriations Act Continued

The Iowa Café 
Project Support
1. Office of the Lieutenant 

Governor
2. Iowa Economic 

Development Authority



ACL Innovations in 
Nutrition Grant in 
partnership with 
Elderbridge AAA

ACL Grant Goal:

To modernize Iowa’s 
congregate nutrition 

infrastructure, delivery 
mechanisms, and outreach 
to increase the number of 

consumers and meals 
served
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ACL Innovations in Nutrition Grant Continued:
• 3 Year Grant
• $250,000/year plus matching requirements
• 16 target counties
• Nutrition Education
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Census Data –
ACL Innovations 
in Nutrition Grant
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Census Data –
ACL Innovations 
in Nutrition Grant 
Continued



How It’s Going – Mat’s Place – Garner Iowa

• Breakfast, Lunch, 
Dinner

• Weekday and 
Weekend Options

• Meets nutrition 
guidelines AND 
provides choice

• ~40 participants 
signed up within the 
first two (2) weeks 
of opening



The Iowa Café Technology

Option One Option Two
Card Choices



SeniorDine Technology
• Restaurants loaned 

iPods or iPads
• QR Code is Scanned
• Track Dine In or Carry 

Out
• Less administrative 

burden on foodservice 
establishments

• Generates a month-
end invoice and 
contribution statement



The Iowa Café Website Forms

Links found 
on the IDA 
website

• Restaurant Interest Form
• Participant Registration Form

https://appengine.egov.com/apps/ia/ida_restaurant
https://appengine.egov.com/apps/ia/ida_nutrition
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“I don’t know what we did to deserve this. 
We are so happy we get to enjoy these 
delicious meals.” 

-Iowa Café Participant from Garner, Iowa
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Any Questions?


